
Notes on DeuteronomyNotes on Deuteronomy

OverallOverall:: Three farewell speeches (Moses) 

emphasizing their past (with a point), & need to 

obey when in the Promised Land. 

NameName:: from Greek Deuteronomion, from deuter- + 

nomos law = 2nd Law  [ch. 17:18 – “he shall write 

him a copycopy of this law in a book.” Only a 2nd law in 

that laws on Sinai were adapted and expanded to 

meet new situations in the land.]
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Time coveredTime covered::

-- Aaron’s death 40th yr, 5th mth, 1st day (Num.33:38)

-- + time for events (Num. 21-36).

-- 40th yr,11th mth, 1st day, Deut. Speeches begin (1:3).

-- 41st yr, 1st mth, 10th day, crossed Jordan (Josh. 4:19).

-- about [70 days] time from beginning of Deut. to 
crossing of Jordan.

-- subtract 30 days Israel mourned for Moses (Deut. 
34:8)

Therefore – Speeches & events Deut. describes took 
approximately 40 days.  
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Themes & LessonsThemes & Lessons::

[Renewal of covenantcovenant given at Sinai]

1.1. What God has done for IsraelWhat God has done for Israel [God’s provisions, 

protection, & punishment when disobedient] 

(chs. 1 – 4:43).

2.2. What God expects of IsraelWhat God expects of Israel [warnings to flee from 

idolatry, other pagan practices, preparation for a 

kingdom]    (chs. 4:44 – ch. 26)

3.3. What God will do for IsraelWhat God will do for Israel [predictions, blessings 

& curses]     (chs. 27-34)



Significance of Moses & Israel at this time Significance of Moses & Israel at this time 

1.1. Moses is an old man (120) & has experienced God Moses is an old man (120) & has experienced God 

and Israeland Israel’’s wayss ways.. [[good mediator]good mediator]

-- He knows God’s faithfulness to His word & 

Israel’s unfaithfulness to theirs; hence, the need to warn!
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and Israeland Israel’’s wayss ways.. [[good mediator]good mediator]
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2.2. A new generation of Israelites has arisen, but A new generation of Israelites has arisen, but 

many are left who saw Godmany are left who saw God’’s workss works. [no excuse]. [no excuse]

3.   3.   Moses pleads for Israel to be faithful in their Moses pleads for Israel to be faithful in their 

immediate future & throughout their generationsimmediate future & throughout their generations..

-- We are able to glimpse God’s “heart” reflected in Moses.  

Both want Israel to prosper.



Outline of DeuteronomyOutline of Deuteronomy

I.   MosesI.   Moses’’ first speech (1:1 first speech (1:1 –– 4:43)4:43) ---- What God has done for Israel.What God has done for Israel.

(History of Israel’s wanderings)

A. Review (1:6 – 3:29).

1. From Horeb to Kadesh-Barnea, ch. 1.

2. Kadesh-Barnea to Heshbon, ch. 2.

3. Heshbon to Beth-Peor, ch. 3.

B. Exhortations to obedience (4:1-43).
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II.  Moses second speech (4:44 II.  Moses second speech (4:44 –– 26:19)  26:19)  
---- What God expects of Israel.What God expects of Israel.

A. Introduction (4:44-49).

B. Moses’ address (5:1 – 26:19).  [divided into 2 major divisions]

1. General (chs. 5-11, Repetition of Decalogue)

a. Review of Ten Commandments and circumstances surrounding their 
being given, ch. 5.

b. Application of first 2 commandments (chs. 6-11).

1) Exhortations and warnings, ch. 6.

2) Entire separation from idolatry, ch. 7.

3) Exhortations to obedience prompted by Jehovah’s gracious 
dealings with Israel in the wilderness, ch. 8.

4) Review of Moses’ receiving two tables in the Mount, and 
warning against self-righteousness, ch. 9.

5) Renewed exhortations to obedience, chs. 10-11.

2. Special Laws (chs. 12-26 – laws observed when in land). 
a. Religious laws, chs. 12:1 – 16:17.

b. Political laws, chs. 16:18 – 20:19.

c. Social laws, chs. 21-26.



Outline of DeuteronomyOutline of Deuteronomy

III. MosesIII. Moses’’ third speech third speech –– Blessings and curses (27 Blessings and curses (27 –– 34)   34)   

---- What God will do for Israel.What God will do for Israel.

(Re-emphasis of Israel’s responsibilities in the land)

A. Ratification of covenant (chs. 27-30).

1. Law to be recorded at Ebal, ch. 27.

2. Consequences of obedience and disobedience, ch. 28.

3. Renewal of covenant and exhortations to keep it, chs. 29-30.

B. Close of Moses’ life and works (chs. 31-34).

1. Moses’ final charge, appointment of Joshua, handing over of 

law to priests, ch. 31.

2. Song of Moses and announcement of his death, ch. 32.

3. Moses’ blessing of Israel, ch. 33.

4. Moses’ death, ch. 34.
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(vss. 1(vss. 1--3).3).

2.2. Genuine love for God puts Him first in our Genuine love for God puts Him first in our 

lives, and obviously prompts us to teach our lives, and obviously prompts us to teach our 

children (vss. 4children (vss. 4--9).9).
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5.5. How do we answer our childrenHow do we answer our children’’s spiritual s spiritual 

questions (vss. 20questions (vss. 20--25)?25)?


