Galatians 6:10 “Therefore as we have opportunity, let us do good to all, especially to those of the
household of faith.”

May 8, 2011

Remember in your prayers:

e Brent Barton had shoulder surgery and is at home recovering. Sara Ozley continues to have back
problems and may have a procedure soon. Jason Morgan is in UAB-West, room 340, being treated
for blood clots. Billy Norris’ (Bunny Richardson’s father) condition has worsened. Gwin Lacy
remains in grave condition. Randy Kiker is home and doing some better.. Sarabeth Ozley is about
the same. James Roy is at home but does not need visitors or phone calls at this time. Melissa
Morgan is recovering at home. Rhonda Knowles continues to need our prayers

e Tacoda Goshee, Bessie Sides, Xabien Hall, Paul Odom, Conard Rice, Barbara Addington (is
not doing well), Lea Cooper, and Marvin Dryer’s mother, as they battle cancer.

e Heather Flowers, Laura Russo and Murry Hyman who are away at college. Robert Langley,
Jeremiah Hughes & all of our servicemen who are defending freedom. Our nation and its leaders.
Those that preach and teach the gospel; especially those who labor under hardships. Those who
have lost loved ones and belongings this week.

Robert Knowles will speak at both services today in the absence of Sam.

BLACK CREEK UPCOMING EVENTS:

The Banner of Truth
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1235 Alliance Rd; Alliance, Alabama
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“You have given a BANNER to those who fear you, that it may be
displayed because of the TRUTH. *“ Psalms 60:4

Editor: Van Cooper

e Ladies and Men’s Bible Class, Monday @ 6:00 and Tuesday, @ 7:00
e Summer Bible School: Monday, July 18- Friday, July 22

Area Gospel Meetings: No announcements received this week.
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THE UNSEEN GOD’S HAND

A boy while flying a kite was so successful that the kite went out of sight. He stood in the field with a cord in his
hand that bent upwards into the sky. Someone asked him how he knew the kite was there, and he let them put
their hand on the string. They could feel the pull of the unseen kite. Similarly, the world may not recognize the
existence of God, but those who are in Christ know Him. They recognize His invisible power in every phase of their
lives, and unbelieving bystanders are forced to admit that the true believer possesses something which they do
not have.

“IT MATTERS NOT THAT WE CAN’T SEE -
| LIVE BY FAITH!

IT MATTERS ONLY THAT | KNOW HE
STILL CARES AND LOVES ME FOR WHO |
AM
NOT WHAT HE THINKS OTHERS WANT

Schedule of Services

Lord’s Day Wednesday
10:25 A.M. Worship 7:00 P.M.
5:00 P.M. Worship

Elders Deacons

436-3055 Philip Jacks
483-7016 Truman Wallace
491-9695 Van Cooper

491-1596 Keith Chaney
491-3723 Roger Key

Evangelist
497-9800 Sammy Bynum

Who We Are: The Black Creek Church of Christ is simply a group of Christians dedicated to serving
God. We believe the Bible to be the inspired Word of God and it is to be our sole guide. We are committed
to preaching the gospel of Christ, which is man's only hope for eternal life.

We are interested in helping anyone who is searching for the way to God. We welcome the opportunity
to privately study the Bible with you. If you would contact us, we would be happy to meet with you. In
addition, you are invited to visit one of our public assemblies (information is above). At our public Bible
studies, we have classes for adults and children of all ages. If we can help you in knowing more about God
and His Word, then please visit, call, or write us.

(Visit us on-line at ( WWW.blackcreekchurch.com)



http://www.blackcreekchurch.com/

A STUDY OF BIBLICAL
REPENTANCE

It has been aptly remarked that repentance is the
hardest command for man to perform. Belief is
simple, just look at the creation and one sees proof
of the Creator; confession is prompted by a strong
belief; and water baptism, also a command for the
non-Christian, is not difficult, being precipitated by
belief (Jn. 8: 24; Rom. 10: 9, 10; Acts 2: 38; Gal. 5: 6).
It is in the act of repentance that some of the most
complete changes that involve man's basic thinking,
will, and emotion take place, as we shall see. In this
study of repentance, we shall explore the definition,
the change of mind of repentance, and the fact
repentance is a radical act.

The definition of repentance. In our efforts to define
repentance in a practical way, let us begin by noticing
comments on three of the Greek words that are
rendered repentance in the New Testament, two
verbs and one noun.

"Verb, metanoeo: lit., 'to perceive afterwards' (meta,
‘after,' implying 'change,’ noeo, 'to perceive;' nous,
'the mind, the seat of moral reflection'), in contrast
to pronoeo, 'to perceive beforehand,' hence signifies
'to change one's mind or purpose,' always, in the NT,
involving a change for the better, an amendment,
and always, except in Luke 17: 3, 4, of 'repentance’
from sin.

Verb, metamelomai: meta, as in No. 1, and melo, 'to
care for,' is used in the Passive Voice with the Middle
Voice sense, signifying 'to regret, to repent oneself,’'
Matt. 21: 29, RV, 'repented himself;' Matt. 21: 32,
RV, 'ye did (not) repent yourselves' (AV, "ye repented
not'); Matt. 27: 3, 'repented himself' 2 Cor. 7: 8
(twice), RV, 'regret' in each case; Heb. 7: 21, where
alone in the NT it is said (negatively) of God.

Noun metanoia: 'afterthought, change of mind,
repentance' is used of 'repentance' from sin or
evil&.As regards 'repentance' from sin, (a) the
requirement by God on man's part is set forth, e.g.,
in Matt. 3: 8; Luke 3: 8; Acts 20: 21; 26: 20; (b) the

mercy of God in giving 'repentance' or leading men
to it is set forth, e.g., in Acts 5: 31; 11: 18; Rom. 2: 4;
2 Tim. 2: 25. The most authentic mss. omit the word
in Matt. 9: 13; Mark 2: 17, as in the RV. In the NT the
subject chiefly has reference to 'repentance' from
sin, and this change of mind involves both a turning
from sin and a turning to God. The parable of the
Prodigal Son is an outstanding illustration of this.
Christ began His ministry with a call to 'repentance,’
Matt. 4: 17, but the call is addressed, not as in the OT
to the nation, but to the individual." (W. E. Vine,
Expository Dictionary of New Testament Words).

It is imperative that we understand repentance.
Repentance is set forth as being universally required.
We read: "And the times of this ignorance God
winked at; but now commandeth all men every
where to repent" (Acts 17: 30). It is either repent or
perish (Lk. 13: 3, 5). God desires our repentance and
is longsuffering in an effort to afford mankind the
opportunity to repent and not perish (2 Pet. 3: 9).

Let us now consider what repentance is not.
Repentance is not simply cessation from sin (Gen. 6:
6). Repentance is not simply sorrow for sin (2 Cor. 7:
10). Strictly considered, repentance is not within
itself the source of faith, getting saved, or
reformation of life (cp. Mk. 1: 15; Acts 2: 38; Matt.
21: 29).

What precisely is repentance? Beloved, repentance
is, biblically viewed in the setting of salvation, a
change of mind or will that is produced by godly
sorrow and the goodness of God that results in a
change or reformation of life (Matt. 21: 29; 2 Cor. 7:
10, Rom. 2: 4; Matt. 21: 29).

The word of God is the instrument that produces
repentance. The reason why we should experience
godly sorrow (having sorrow such as God has for sin)
and the viewing of God's goodness are seen in the
word of God (Jas. 1: 14-17; Jn. 3: 16). The word
convicts us of our sins; hence, the reason for
repentance (Acts 2: 14-41).

Repentance, a change of mind explored. As we have
seen in the complete definition of repentance,
repentance involves a change of mind or will (Matt.
21: 29). God wants to influence and control our
thinking (for the better, 2 Cor. 10: 5; Phili. 4: 8). | am
not suggesting that in the following that man
immediately and initially experiences a distinct,
observable, and definitional change in the following
particulars as man comes to God. However, the
change of mind produced by repentance does, in its
totality, involve change in the following areas:

When one repents, one experiences change
regarding sin. They no longer love darkness and error
but love light and truth (Jn. 3: 19). They are willing to
surrender their will to God and thus view God
differently (Heb. 12: 28). They realize their own
sinfulness and cease being selfish (Rom. 3: 23; 2 Cor.
5: 15). They respect the word of God and desire to
obey it (Acts 2: 337-42). Repentance produces
change in how we view Satan, others, money, work,
and life in general (I Pet. 5: 8; Matt. 7: 12; | Tim. 6:
10; Col. 3: 22, 23; | Pet. 3: 10, 11).

Repentance, a radical act. By "radical" | do not mean
fanatical but drastic. Drastic is relative and in this
sense, good. Allow me to demonstrate what | mean.

The son when first approached by his father to work
in the vineyard refused (Matt. 21: 28 ff.). However,
we read that "he went." What was there that caused
the important change? "He answered and said, | will
not: but afterward repented, and went" (Matt. 21:
29). Some of the Jews who crucified Christ later
became Christians who worshipped and served
Christ. Repentance brought about this radical change
(Acts 2: 23, 36, 37-41, 42, 44, 46). Saul of Tarsus had
persecuted Christians and had them murdered, but
then became a servant of Jesus Christ himself, the
great apostle Paul (Acts 9: 12). What caused this
change in Saul's life? Saul repented (Acts 9: 3-18,
repentance is necessarily inferred, Acts 2: 38). The
Philippian jailer who was a pagan had charge of Paul
and Silas in prison. Later he is found washing their
stripes and feeding them in his house (Acts 16: 33,

34). Repentance drastically changed his thinking
regarding himself, Paul, and Silas (Acts 16: 30 ff.).

Repentance will also result in consequential changes
today in a person's life. Repentance will cause the
person who has a foul mouth to use pure speech; the
thief to cease his sealing, and the drunkard to forsake
the bottle (Eph. 4: 28; Eph. 4: 28; Prov. 23: 29 ff.).
Repentance also involves restitution, as is seen in the
case of Zacchaeus (Lk. 19: 8-10). Money that is stolen
will not be retained but returned, when repentance
is present. The adulterer will return the wife of
another man or will cease his adultery with a women
to whom he has no scriptural right (Matt. 19: 9).
There will be no "if | have sinned" or "I sinned but,"
when repentance is truly experienced. Repentance
pervades every fiber of our being and soul and can
truly transform us into a mindset that receives and
loves the word of God and will obey it at all costs (I
In.5:3,2:3ff.).

In conclusion, repentance is not just an isolated act
that is performed when one initially comes to God.
Repentance is ongoing (2 Cor. 7: 8 ff.). | shall close by
quoting what Paul said repentance produced in a
people who had before been spiritually indifferent:
"For behold this selfsame thing, that ye sorrowed
after a godly sort, what carefulness it wrought in you,
yea, what clearing of vyourselves, yea, what
indignation, yea, what fear, yea, what vehement
desire, yea, what zeal, yea, what revenge! In all
things ye have approved yourselves to be clear in this
matter" (2 Cor. 7: 11).

Note: The same Greek verb metamelomai is
used to describe the change in thinking characteristic
of the son and of Judas as well (Matt. 21: 29; 27: 3).
Judas obviously experienced regret and a consequent
chance of mind; however, his "repentance" appears
to have only involved regret and a change in mind
that did not positively manifest itself in making
himself right with God (Acts 1: 25). In the case of
Judas, suicide was the result of his change in mind
(Matt. 27: 5). Initial repentance must be guided by
God's word and continue to result in obedience to
God; not simply being engulfed in sorrow. (by Don
Martin



