Galatians 6:10 “Therefore as we have opportunity, let us do good to all, especially to
those of the household of faith.”

April 3, 2016

REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS--•

•

•

Jimmy Parker, Terry Langley, Eric Heddon, Roger Key, Sue Whitehead, John
Ozley, Sara Ozley, Aladean Jacks, Kynethia Kelley, Amanda Kelley, Myra
Garrison, Stefani, Kate Miller, Johnny Richardson, Tim Craven, Mickey
Aldridge, Beverly Craven, Tuesday Pierce, Faye Wilkinson Goodwin, Sarabeth
Upton, Rhonda Knowles.
Sawyer Jones, Jeremiah Hughes, Robert Langley, Ana Reichelderfer & all of
our servicemen and women who are defending freedom. Our nation and its
leaders. Those that preach and teach the gospel; especially those who labor under
hardships. Ben Brownfield, Shannon Brown, and Terry Tatum (Christians’ at
Donaldson) and Robert Gibson and Walter Aldridge (released Christians who are
struggling).
BLACK CREEK UPCOMING EVENTS:
Donaldson Bible Classes Every Wednesday @ 10:00 & 11:30

Area Gospel Meetings:
Harpersville church of Christ..................Murphy Priestly.........M-W @ 7 P.M.
South Columbiana church of Christ.......Bryan Gibson............M-W @ 7 P.M.
Edwards Lake church of Christ.............John McPherson........M-F @ 10:30 A.M 7 PM
Persimmon Grove church of Chrst….…Different Speakers....M-Th @ 7:00 PM

Black Creek Banner of Truth
Black Creek church of Christ

1235 Alliance Rd; Alliance, Alabama
436-4477
“You have given a BANNER to those who fear you, that it may
be displayed because of the TRUTH. “ Psalms 60:4
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Lord’s Day
9:30 A.M. Bible Classes
10:30 A.M. Worship
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Elders
Philip Jacks
436-3055
Truman Wallace 483-7016
Van Cooper
491-9695

▼▬▬▼▬▬▼▬▬▼▬▬▼▬▬▼▬▬▼▬▬▼▬▬▼▬▬▼▬▬▼▬▬▼▬▬▼

Those Needing our Prayers…..
Kynethia Kelley will have preventative surgery this Thursday. Please pray for her.
Our prayers to the Hyman and Mullinax families in the loss of Frances Edwards, Pam’s
aunt, who passed away this week.
Carl Franklin was able to come home yesterday from his recent hospital and rehab stay.
Sara Ozley as she suffers from multiple hernia’s.
Ruth Parsons (Ann’s aunt) remains in UAB, no change in her condition.
Roger Key continues to need our prayers with his back and shoulder injuries.
Becky Oglesby, Melanie’s friend, who has breast cancer) as she has weekly chemo
treatments
John Ozley in Golden Living; has his test for determination on his foot on April 12th.
Ronald Wood, Mike’s father, has back to back chemo treatments once a month.

Wednesday

Evangelist
Sammy Bynum

Deacons
Jeff Swindle
Matt Carter
Roger Key
Mike Wood
John Powell

475-3043
491-0414
491-3723
522-5703
641-5181

368-3511

Who We Are: The Black Creek Church of Christ is simply a group of Christians dedicated
to serving God. We believe the Bible to be the inspired Word of God and it is to be our sole guide.
We are committed to preaching the gospel of Christ, which is man's only hope for eternal life.
We are interested in helping anyone who is searching for the way to God. We welcome the
opportunity to privately study the Bible with you. If you would contact us, we would be happy to
meet with you. In addition, you are invited to visit one of our public assemblies (information is
above). At our public Bible studies, we have classes for adults and children of all ages. If we can help
you in knowing more about God and His Word, then please visit, call, or write us.
(Visit us on-line at ( WWW.blackcreekchurch.com

The Beginning and End of Sin
We are not told how much time passed between
God’s Day Six observation that everything He had
made was “very good” (Gen. 1:31) and the
conversation between Eve and the serpent (3:1-5).
Suffice it to say that it was a relatively short time
from the beginning of the world to the beginning
of a problem.
The world was of God’s making, and the problem
was of man’s making. This is not to excuse the
serpent (a.k.a “the Devil and Satan” - Rev. 12:9).
We, the created, are all to be blamed (Gen. 3:1219; Rom. 3:9-23).
Some are more inclined to blame God for creating
the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil, its
prohibition, Satan, or the world. These inventive
complaints are typical of a culture which demands
independence and autonomy but shuns personal
responsibility or bewails the consequences of its
choices. We can’t have it both ways, but this does
not keep us from complaining either way.
Freedom of choice and self-determination bring
the inevitable demand of responsibilities. Freedom
from the constraints of responsibilities relegates us
to the status of animals under the constraints of
instincts or cages and oblivious to anything
different. Having been created in God’s image, we
have freedom, including the freedom to ignore
God’s will and to reason for ourselves.
There is much to be learned from the beginning of
the problem of sin which still has application to us.
Satan’s consistent mode of operation is to take
what is good and twist, sully, or otherwise pervert
it into ways to serve ourselves rather than God (cf.
Rom. 7:8-13). He does this through subtle
emphasis on the negative (Gen. 3:1), distortion,
contradiction (3:5), and appeals to our flesh and

pride (3:6).
He does this not for our good but for himself (1
Pet. 5:8).
We recognize the rationalizations Eve used to talk
herself into choosing sin because we have used
them ourselves. We have felt the strong appeal of
fleshly appetites. We have been allured by
something attractive. We have desired greater
knowledge and understanding. There is nothing
inherently wrong with any of these. Yet, when
these wants and desires trump God’s will, we sin.
Contrast the free but selfish attitude which
rationalizes our sins with Jesus’ equally free but
selfless “nevertheless not My will, but Yours, be
done” (Lk. 22:42). Then stand in awe that those
selfless words were said in submission to His
Father’s will to make “Him who knew no sin to be
sin for us” (2 Cor. 5:21).
Sin is an ugly word. Efforts to point out sin are
often met with derision and mockery. To many, sin
is not ugly but to name something as sin is ugly
(mean-spirited, judgmental, intolerant, unloving,
etc.). This twisted, backward thinking results in the
mislabeling of good and evil which is the signature
of Satan (Gen. 3:4,5). Isaiah warned, “Woe to
those who call evil good, and good evil” (Isa.
5:20). Yet, even among professing believers in
God there are those who are inclined to diminish
the seriousness of sin, forgetting the nature of sin
and its end result.
“Sin is lawlessness” (1 Jn. 3:4). It is transgression
of the law of God. To sinners, sin may seem to be
par for the course of human life (“I’m only
human” is the standard excuse for sin.), but to God
sin is offensive and no light problem. It is
presented from the beginning as the preeminent
problem because of its end.

Sin ends in death. God said as much from the
beginning. “In the day that you eat of it you will
surely die” (Gen. 2:17). Though the word sin is not
specifically used in this context to identify what
Adam and Eve did, it is later referred to as sin
(Rom. 5:12-14). While some are inclined to
dismiss eating forbidden fruit as a relatively minor
infraction, God’s Word does not. It is this first sin
which opens the door to all future sin and is the
basis of the remainder of God’s revelation of
grace. To diminish sin is to diminish its
consequences and to diminish the love and grace
implicit in the solution to the problem.
The word sin is first used in the story of Cain and
Abel. As Cain’s unjust jealousy and anger
intensified, God warned him that “sin lies at the
door. And its desire is for you, but you should rule
over it” (Gen. 4:7). Sin is personified as a visitor to
whom we should not give an opening lest it rule
over us. In disregard of that divine counsel, Cain
murdered his brother and revealed the ugliness of
sin and its association with death. Sin kills.
Sin is a problem common to all, not by inheritance
but “because all sinned” (Rom. 5:12). “All have
sinned and fall short of the glory of God” (3:23).
The end result is that our sins separate us from our
holy Creator (cf. Isa. 59:1-3). In the day that Adam
and Eve sinned, they were removed from the
garden of God and from access to The Tree of Life
(Gen. 3:22-24). Sin “brings forth death” (Jas.
1:15). While death is the end result of the problem
of sin, thank God this is not the end of the story.
“For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God
is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord” (Rom.
6:23). By ANDY DIESTELKAMP

