Galatians 6:10 “Therefore as we have opportunity, let us do good to all, especially to
those of the household of faith.”

July 31, 2011

Remember in your prayers:

e Laura Andrews had successful surgery and now she begins her weeks long
recovery. Marguerite Thompson is making steady progress. We rejoice in the quick
recovery of Beth Parker. Rhonda Knowles continues to need our prayers.

e Tacoda Goshee, Bessie Sides, Xabien Hall, Paul Odom, Conard Rice, Lea
Cooper, and Marvin Dryer’s mother, as they battle cancer.

e Heather Flowers, who is away at college. Robert Langley, Jeremiah Hughes & all
of our servicemen who are defending freedom. Our nation and its leaders. Those
that preach and teach the gospel; especially those who labor under hardships.

The Banner of Truth
Black Creek church of Christ
1235 Alliance Rd; Alliance, Alabama
436-4477
“You have given a BANNER to those who fear you, that it may
be displayed because of the TRUTH. *“ Psalms 60.:4

Editor: Van Cooper

BLACK CREEK UPCOMING EVENTS:

e Men’s and Ladies Classes: Monday, August 8" and 9".

Area Gospel Meetings:
Gardendale church of Christ.......Bill Hall.....July 31-Aug 5....M-F @7:00 P.M.
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UNINTENDED CONSEQUENCES

On July 7, 2011 the Oakland A's were playing the Texas Rangers. In the second inning,
one of the A's hit a foul ball that went into the stands, then bounced back onto the field.
So as a friendly gesture, Angel's outfielder, Josh Hamilton picked up the ball and tossed
it to a fan in the stands. Hamilton's toss was a little short, causing the man to lean over
the railing in an attempt to catch the ball. Unfortunately, this caused the man to lose his
balance, topple over the railing and fall head first to his death.

| can only imagine how badly Josh Hamilton feels. Although he intended no harm to this
fan, his action resulted in the death of this man. As | have listened to the news reporters
and sportscasters comment on this sad event over the weekend, | couldn't help but think
of a spiritual application. For how many times does this very thing happen in our homes
and in our churches. How many fathers and mothers will make spiritual decisions that are
not intended to harm their children, but they do that very thing. A period of "spiritual
slumber” for mom and dad results in the unintended faithlessness of their children. Harsh
words, judgmental attitudes, and a critical spirit unintentionally sours a child, spouse, or
neighbor and they rebel against what they're told is "Christianity."

Friends, no man lives to himself, and no man dies to himself (Romans 14:7). We all
influence other people for the better or for the worse. Give diligence to make sure that the
choices you make in life don't have unintended consequences that will haunt you later.
By Steve Higginbotham.

Schedule of Services

Lord’s Day Wednesday
9:30 A.M. Bible Classes
10:25 A.M. Worship 7:00 P.M.

5:00 P.M. Worship

Elders Deacons

Philip Jacks 436-3055 Keith Chaney  491-1596
Truman Wallace 483-7016 Roger Key 491-3723
Van Cooper 491-9695

Evangelist

Sammy Bynum  368-3511

Who We Are: The Black Creek Church of Christ is simply a group of Christians

dedicated to serving God. We believe the Bible to be the inspired Word of God and it is to
be our sole guide. We are committed to preaching the gospel of Christ, which is man's only
hope for eternal life.

We are interested in helping anyone who is searching for the way to God. We welcome
the opportunity to privately study the Bible with you. If you would contact us, we would be
happy to meet with you. In addition, you are invited to visit one of our public assemblies
(information is above). At our public Bible studies, we have classes for adults and children
of all ages. If we can help you in knowing more about God and His Word, then please visit,
call, or write us.

(Visit us on-line at ( WWW.blackcreekchurch.com)



http://www.blackcreekchurch.com/

It is Important to Pay

Introduction:

What are you willing to pay for
good advice; or for a helpful
relationship; or to save another’s soul?
The price for these things s
increasingly valuable but even as the
value rises the cost remains subjective.
This is because the price is not
money—it is only care. The price that
must be paid is simply your
“attention”.

It is common to speak of “paying
attention”; in fact, as children we are
told to pay attention in school, or pay
attention to our parents when they
speak. This is a phrase that we become
familiar with, very early in life. Later in
life, as adults we have the freedom to
pick and choose where our attention is
spent but with this freedom some are
missing out on the good things that
really need their attention now.

There is a time to pay attention
and there will be a time when it is too
late. It is regretfully too late when we
find ourselves saying, “I should have
paid more attention...”

Let's consider some of those
things that demand the price of our
attention and are worth our full
attention—not just what we think we
can afford.

It is important to pay attention to God

God is speaking right now, through
His holy word, are you listening? God
has seen fit to reveal His will to
mankind in the form of words (2
Timothy 3:16-17; Hebrews 1:1-2; James
1:17-25) and He has preserved His
words, even to today—the Bible is the
word of God. Knowing this fact helps us
to focus on the fact that our
opportunity to pay attention to God is
limited.

Our opportunity to pay attention
to God is limited by the extent of this
volume’s information—we have no
other source of information to listen to.
There will be no more revelation
(Hebrews 1:1-2 “God has spoken in
these last days through His Son”). We
are also limited by our health and life.
We must know the risk of putting
God’s advice “on a shelf for later” since
injuries and Ilinesses can take away our
opportunity to listen and death
certainly ends all opportunity to listen
(Hebrews 9:27). Life is fragile and our
need to pay attention is limited by this
fragile thing. Along with these facts we
also have another limiting factor that
we must not ignore. Our opportunity
to pay attention to God is limited by
the timing of Christ’s return (2 Peter
3:9-11)—if that event is realized before
you have paid attention, it will be too
late.

God is worth all of your attention!
His words are your hope of success in
this life. God wants you to succeed
and has advised such for you (Psalm
19:7-11; James 1:21-25). According to
God true success in this life is searching
for and finding your Creator (Acts
17:25-31). True success in this life is
the salvation of your soul (Matthew
16:26). True success in this life is
preparing for eternal life in Heaven
(John 14:1-6; 1 Peter 1:6-9).

God is speaking, through His
word—are you willing to pay attention
and follow His advice?

It is important to pay attention to our
Brethren:

Our brotherly relationship
requires attention. This relationship
can be the most importantly rewarding
relationship we can have in this life.
Our brethren are to encourage our
successes (Romans 15:7-14).

Our brethren are our most direct
source of help in this life, when they
are paying attention to us as they
should be. We should be meeting one
another’s needs (Romans 12:9-15). We
should love one another (1 Corinthians
13:4-8).

Our brethren are worth our
attention. We need to pay attention to
meet their needs (Hebrews 10:24-25).
Often, we “hint around” or only “make
suggestions” of need, without openly
saying we have a need. Knowing that
this happens, we need to pay extra
close attention to what our brethren
say so that we can be there for them.

Another area among our brethren
that demand close attention is that of
making sure we hear our brethren
correctly and come to the right
conclusions about them. All too often,
feelings are getting hurt because of
misunderstandings and false
conclusions. Because we are to guard
ourselves from “evil suspicions” (1
Corinthians 13:5; 1Timothy 6:4) we
should listen very carefully. But also
give your brethren the benefit of the
doubt.

We need to listen, so that we will
be listened to, when your brethren
speak—are you willing to pay
attention, and know the relationship of
brotherhood?

It is important to pay attention to

Others

Whether they are aware or not,
every soul will stand in judgment;
giving answer for their life (2
Corinthians 5:10-11). Our friends,
neighbors, fellow citizens of planet
earth, are accountable to their Creator.
Yes, the world is filled with souls who
desperately need God, and His plan of
salvation.

Others, around us, are worth
listening to. What we are listening for
is not there advice, but rather we need
to listen for their desire for help. The
world is lost and dying in their own
sins, by following their own hearts they
have separated themselves from God
(Romans 3:23; 6:23a). We have what
they need—the hope salvation and life
everlasting—the gift of God (Romans
6:23b). The world is in need of a Savior
and there is only One (Acts 4:12). We
must carry His message out to the
world (Matthew 28:18-20). We must
hear those who are asking for help, we
must listen to them and give them
what they need (Romans 1:16).

The world is in need. Those who
recognize their need are asking for
help; you have the source of help—are
you willing to pay attention, and
perhaps lead a soul to salvation.

Conclusion:

What are you willing to pay for
good advice; or for a helpful
relationship; or to save another’s soul?
The price for these things s
increasingly valuable but even as the
value rises the cost remains subjective.
The price is not money—it is only your
care and your attention. Your attention
is very valuable.

Salvation is worth our attention,
so pay attention to God; comfort and
strength are worth our attention, so
pay attention to your brethren; and the
hope of saving a soul from
condemnation is worth our attention,
so pay attention to others around you.
It would be such a shame to stand in
judgment with the remorseful thought
of “l should have paid more
attention”—then it will be too late. Are
you paying attention? By T. Sean
Sullivan



