Galatians 6:10 “Therefore as we have opportunity, let us do good to all, especially to those of the Th e Ba nn e I Of T r Uth
household of faith.” Black Creek church of Christ
June 12, 2011 1235 Alliance Rd; Alliance, Alabama
Remember in your prayers: 436-4477
e Marguerite Thompson is recovering at home. Sarabeth Upton’s test did not reveal anything. Billy “You have given a BANNER to those whofear you that it may be
Norris’ (Bunny Richardson’s father) condition is the same. Rhonda Knowles continues to need our . ‘e ’
prayers. displayed because of the TRUTH. *“ Psalms 60:4
e Tacoda Goshee, Bessie Sides, Xabien Hall, Paul Odom, Conard Rice, Barbara Addington (is

not doing well), Lea Cooper, and Marvin Dryer’s mother, as they battle cancer.

e Heather Flowers, and Laura Russo who are away at college. Robert Langley, Jeremiah Hughes

& all of our servicemen who are defending freedom. Our nation and its leaders. Those that Editor: Van Cooper
preach and teach the gospel; especially those who labor under hardships. Those who have lost
loved ones and belongings due to the tornado in our area. Schedule of Services
BLACK CREEK UPCOMING EVENTS: Lord’s Day Wednesday
e Summer Bible School Monday- Friday 9:30-11:00 AM; July 18-22, 2011 ‘ _
10:25 A.M. Worship 7:00 P.M.
Area Gospel Meetings:
Pine Lane church of Christ............. David Deason.................... June 12-17............... M-F @ 7:00 P.M. 5:00 P.M. Wo rship
Elliotsville church of Christ............ Wes Brown..........cceeeveene June 18-22............... Sat. @ 7:00 P.M; M-W @ 7:00 P.M.
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ers eacons
_ DIDMYNEIGHBOR . . . 436-3055 Philip Jacks 491-1596 Keith Chaney
1 See that | do not make time for Sunday Bible Study? 483-7016 Truman Wallace 491-3723 Roger Key
] See that I only give the Lord Sunday mornings, but spend the Sunday evening worship time 491-9695 Van Cooper

for my own pleasure?

] See that I absent myself from the assembly when guests come into my home, and thus | put
men before God?

[ Hear from my lips speech that is impure and unbec_oml_ng any child of God? _ _ Evangelist

] See me and my family cavort around the community in a state of undress, as if the Bible had 497-9800 Sammy Bynum
nothing to say about modesty?

(] See that | have done little to train up my children in the way of the Lord, and that | have
exercised very little discipline in the home?

] See that I completely ignore the work of the church when Wednesday evenings roll around?

Who We Are: The Black Creek Church of Christ is simply a group of Christians dedicated to serving

God. We believe the Bible to be the inspired Word of God and it is to be our sole guide. We are committed
to preaching the gospel of Christ, which is man's only hope for eternal life.

U Se_e tha_‘t when _the church has meetings, Summer Bible Schools, etc. that I show very, very We are interested in helping anyone who is searching for the way to God. We welcome the opportunity
little interest in such? to privately study the Bible with you. If you would contact us, we would be happy to meet with you. In
"1 Then I know some reasons why my friends and neighbors have not shown interest in the truth, addition, you are invited to visit one of our public assemblies (information is above). At our public Bible
and why they may never be converted by Bill Jackson studies, we have classes for adults and children of all ages. If we can help you in knowing more about God

and His Word, then please visit, call, or write us.

(Visit us on-line at ( WWW.blackcreekchurch.com)



http://www.blackcreekchurch.com/

ISHAKING THINGS UP|

This past March 11th our church
building was filled to capacity on a
Friday night to hear a sermon from
Shawn Daniels entitled “The
Unshakable Kingdom in a Shaken
World.” It was not an impromptu
lesson in reaction to the catastrophic
earthquake that hit Japan less than 24
hours earlier and which effectively
rippled its way even to the shores of
our country. The message had been
planned and advertised for that night
weeks in advance.

| do not make that observation to
suggest that God sent this calamity to
serve as a timely sermon illustration
for our gospel meeting. While some
who purport to have the divine gift of
prophecy might retroactively claim that
they had predicted this event, such
would be merely the revisionist
machinations of self-important false
prophets seeking relevance for their
misguided ministries. No, the seismic
event was not timely, but the message
preached to us on March 11th was.

Paul wrote, “the things which are seen
are temporary, but the things which
are not seen are eternal” (2 Cor. 4:18).
As we watch video clips of tsunamis

swallowing in a moment all the things
we work for years to obtain
(businesses, houses, cars, etc.),
surely we appreciate the relevance of
Jesus’ admonition, “Do not lay up for
yourselves treasures on earth, where
moth and rust destroy and where
thieves break in and steal; but lay up
for yourselves treasures in heaven,
where neither moth nor rust destroys
and where thieves do not break in and
steal”(Matt. 6:19,20).

Security is not ultimately found in
anything physical. In nature there are
things against which we are unable to
protect ourselves. When even terra
firma shakes and cracks so as to
move the oceans, we are graciously
reminded that our bodies are but dust
and our life-spans are vaporous. This
realization drives some to party, “for
tomorrow we die,” while others are
driven to their knees to worship their
Creator and their only hope of
salvation. While the godless wring
their anxious hands over the future of
this globe, the God-fearing fold their
hands in prayer, committing their souls
to the only One who offers something
truly unshakable.

As you read this article in the relative
calm and comfort of your home,
consider how fragile and
unstable everything is in this world. A
mere belch of negativity from nature or
nations can send stock markets

worldwide into tailspins. The excesses
fostered by a prosperity that only gives
God a nominal place on its coinage
but attempts to remove His national
influence could easily be our fall.
Economic carelessness fueled by
selfish materialism mixed with moral
degradation is a recipe for disaster.

As the late Paul Harvey frequently
observed, “Self-government without
self-discipline will not work.” History is
littered with the ruins of fallen people
who forgot that God is, and that He is
a rewarder of those who diligently
seek Him (Heb. 11:6). We would all be
wise to be more diligent in our pursuit
of righteousness rather than our
pursuit of things that perish with
using.

Lest for some arrogant reason we
think that it won’t happen to us (U.S.),
God has preserved in His word the
condemnation of “His chosen people,”
the nation of Israel. In seeking to be
like the nations around them, they
suffered the fate of those nations. In
rejecting the Messiah, their house was
left desolate (Matt. 23:38). For nearly
two millennia the ruins of their physical
temple have testified to the truth that
nations which reject God will be
judged. If God did not spare Israel, He
will not spare us unless we repent. No,
the recent earthquake does not mean
that the Japanese are worse sinners

than we are, but it does remind us
that, unless we repent, we will all
likewise perish (cf. Luke 13:1-5).

From The Flood (Genesis 6-9) to the
destruction of Jerusalem (Rev. 11:2),
we have been amply warned that ‘the
world is passing away, and the lust of
it; but he who does the will of God
abides forever” (1 Jn. 2:17). “Both the
earth and the works that are in it will
be burned up. Therefore, since all
these things will be dissolved, what
manner of persons ought you to be in
holy conduct and godliness?” (2 Pet.
3:10,11).

“See that you do not refuse Him who
speaks...from heaven” (Heb. 12:25).
Jesus Christ is mankind’s salvation
and only hope. He offers citizenship in
a kingdom that cannot be shaken
(Heb. 12:27-29) because it is not of
this world (Jn. 18:36). His is a church
against which not even the gates of
death can prevail (Matt. 16:18). The
kingdoms of earth pass away one by
one, but the kingdom of heaven
remains! By Andy Diestelkamp



