Galatians 6:10 “Therefore as we have opportunity, let us do good to all, especially to those of the
household of faith.”

April 17, 2011

Remember in your prayers:
Susan Jacks will have surgery this Friday at BMC Princeton.
Jason Hick’s mother, Carla, is home. The doctors said it was a migraine and not a stroke.
Brother Billy Norris (Bunny Richardson’s father) is doing the same. .
Gwin Lacy is in grave condition.
Sarabeth Upton’s condition has not changed.
Randy Kiker is doing very good and was able to come home.
Knox Cooper is doing better
Jean Burt (Josh’s step-grandmother) will have surgery on 4/29.
Tacoda Goshee, Bessie Sides, Xabien Hall, Paul Odom, Conard Rice, Barbara Addington, Lea
Cooper, and Marvin Dryer’s mother, as they battle cancer.
Rhonda Knowles continues to need our prayers.
e Heather Flowers, Laura Russo and Murry Hyman who are away at college. Robert Langley,
Jeremiah Hughes & all of our servicemen who are defending freedom. Our nation and its leaders.
e Those that preach and teach the gospel; especially those who labor under hardships.

+ Congratulations to Margie Glaze, she is the proud great grandmother of twin boys born
Tuesday. Tamara is at home and the boys are in Brookwood Hospital for a few more days.
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e SBS Meeting today @ 4:15

Area Gospel Meetings:

Huffman church of Christ............cc......... Marshall Reid.................... April 17-20.......cccceeee. Mon.-Wed. @ 7:00 P.M.

Sumiton church of Christ............ccoceuve. Josh Creel.......coovevivvennnnne April 17-22.................. Mon.-Fri. @ 7:00 P.M.

Chelsea church of Christ..........ccccvveenee.. Steve Dewhirst................... April 18-22.................. Mon.-Fri. @ 7:00 P.M..
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PREJUDICED AGAINST THE BIBLE

While serving as our ambassador to France, Benjamin Franklin joined a literary society. Such societies were
common and numerous in France, but they were filled with infidels. Urged on by his quaint sense of humor, Mr.
Franklin joined the most prominent of these societies. It was the custom of this group to have each member write an
original story to be read to the society and then have the members criticize the story. Mr. Franklin copied by hand
the French translation of the entire book of Ruth from the Bible.

He met with the society at the appointed time and anxiously awaited the time for him to read his story. In warm
and sympathetic tones he read this great love story.

For a few minutes there was absolute silence, as the audience sat under the spell of the beautiful love story.
Then some member began to applaud. When the chairman of the meeting said that it was the only perfect love story
the world had ever heard, the society requested permission to print it.

Mr. Franklin then said: “This story has already been printed and given to the world. You will find it in the Bible:
the book you profess to despise, but about whose contents you apparently know so little.”

- by Bob Buchanon

Schedule of Services

Lord’s Day Wednesday
10:25 A.M. Worship 7:00 P.M.
5:00 P.M. Worship

Elders Deacons

436-3055 Philip Jacks
483-7016 Truman Wallace
491-9695 Van Cooper

491-1596 Keith Chaney
491-3723 Roger Key

Evangelist
497-9800 Sammy Bynum

Who We Are: The Black Creek Church of Christ is simply a group of Christians dedicated to serving
God. We believe the Bible to be the inspired Word of God and it is to be our sole guide. We are committed
to preaching the gospel of Christ, which is man's only hope for eternal life.

We are interested in helping anyone who is searching for the way to God. We welcome the opportunity
to privately study the Bible with you. If you would contact us, we would be happy to meet with you. In
addition, you are invited to visit one of our public assemblies (information is above). At our public Bible
studies, we have classes for adults and children of all ages. If we can help you in knowing more about God
and His Word, then please visit, call, or write us.

(Visit us on-line at ( WWW.blackcreekchurch.com)



http://www.blackcreekchurch.com/

How Do We Build a Biblical
Faith in our Children?

When God blessed our family with children, my
wife and | were determined to do one thing in
this great stewardship that we had received. We
wanted one day to give each of our children back
to God. Nothing else in our relationship with
them or in their personal accomplishments would
mean anything when compared to this.

Sadly, as we look at church history and the
example of Christians that we have known, a
large number of disciples fail in this effort. The
generation of God’'s people that crossed the
Jordan and took the promised land, were given
specific instructions by God concerning the
teaching of their children, even to the point of
building a monument as a teaching tool (Deut
6:3-8; Joshua 7:3-8). How did that generation
succeed? “When all that generation had been
gathered to their fathers, another generation
arose after them who did not know the Lord nor
the work which He had done for Israel’(Judges
2:10).

Parents Must Have a Strong Faith

We cannot instill in our children that which we do
not have. However, when a child sees that his
parents are serious about their love for God,
their whole-hearted worship to God, and an
everyday discussion about the God that knows
them through and through, then that child will
take notice. The instructions given to Israel to
teach their children were preceded by the
exhortation to: "love the Lord your God with all
your heart, with all your soul, and with all your
strength” (Deut 6:5-8). Just talking about religion,
or depending upon the church to do your
teaching, or simply "making them be faithful" by
placing their bodies at church services are poor
substitutes for a personal example of a living
faith (James 2:18).

Never underestimate the power of a living faith in
the life of a Christian. Timothy, like so many
families, evidently had only one parent and one

grandparent that were genuine Christians. Paul
could attest to the great impact these two women
had in Timothy's life. “When | call to
remembrance the genuine faith that is in you,
which dwelt first in your grandmother Lois and
your mother Eunice, and | am persuaded is in
you also” (2 Timothy 1:5).

The example of one godly parent will leave a
powerful voice in the conscience of a child that
will never leave him. | can personally attest to the
power of a mother that was determined to teach
her children.

For those Christians that have not yet married,
make it your uncompromising determination to
marry a Christian. Let your home be like the
home of John the Baptist, where there were two
parents that were “both righteous before God,
walking in all the commandments and
ordinances of the Lord blameless” (Luke 1:6).

Parents Must Teach Right From Wrong

Those who posses a Biblical faith understand the
great need to “discern good and evil” (Heb 5:14).
Satan, through his subtlety, can entice the young
Christian into decisions that, over time, will place
him in the wrong company and eventually
enslave him into a practice of sin. How blessed is
the child whose parents plainly teach him the
difference between the “harmless” compromises
of Satan and the less traveled way of
righteousness (Matthew 7:13-14).

There will be times when our children’s faith will
be tested. Here is when a godly parent will help
his child to stand rather than search for a way to
compromise. Sadly, | have seen parents and
elders angry at the Christian who warns against
the immodesty found in the “harmless” activities
found in the modern day dance teams,
cheerleading and many other popular activities.
“You are persecuting my child” or “I do not want
my child to be left out” are the fearful replies of
some parents. These faithless “Christians” are
denying their children an opportunity to stand
and suffer for their faith and for what is right (Heb

11:35-38). It is in these kinds of battles of
discernment that a real faith is developed.

Parents Must Have a Right Relationship
with Each Other

One of the greatest gifts you can give your child
is to demonstrate what a relationship based on
the love of God is like. When a husband loves
his wife “just as Christ also loved the church and
gave Himself for her” and a wife “respects her
husband” (Eph 5:25, 33), then a child is seeing a
demonstration of what a relationship with God is
like. When the love of God motivates the
parents to serve each other, to demonstrate the
longsuffering and forgiveness of God and, in
that, provide an atmosphere of encouragement,
then faith can abound (Eph 4:31-32).

Those homes where uncontrolled anger is a way
of life will rarely produce children of faith.
Alcoholism, drug addition, and chronic
depression are common products of such an
atmosphere. | have personally known of men
that were highly respected in the church whose
children later revealed that their father was a
very different person in the home. It is no wonder
why children from this kind of background “leave
the church” at their first opportunity.

Parents Must Avoid the Schemes of
Satan

When one posses a living faith, he is filled with
optimism and zeal (1 Cor 13:4-8). Satan, if he
cannot get you to compromise the truth, can
simply take your focus away from the grace and
power of Jesus Christ to magnify the bad things
in life and major in talking about the faults of
others. What do you talk about at lunch after
services? Some Christians think that their
“spirituality” is best demonstrated by always
talking about the weaknesses of their brethren.
While there is a place to see genuine
weaknesses, we must be careful to be sure we
are acting in love in order to help another, rather
than in a spirit of pride to exalt ourselves and
look down on others

(Luke 18:9).

How can a child come to believe in a God who
forgives and is longsuffering when he sees a
very different example displayed in his parents?
A living faith is nourished when we understand
that our God is “merciful and gracious,
longsuffering, and abounding in goodness and
truth, keeping mercy for thousands, forgiving
iniquity and transgression and sin” (Exodus 34:6-
7). This is the God that | willingly go to with my
sins, my thoughts and my very life. Parents, what
kind of God are you teaching your children
about? Remember the true badge of
discipleship: “A new commandment | give to you,
that you love one another; as | have loved you,
that you also love one another. By this all will
know that you are My disciples, if you have love
for one another” (John 13:34-35). May your
children see that spirit in you.

The Finish Line

It is my prayer that each of us as parents will one
day see our children cross “the finish line” of a
life of faithful service to God. Let it be that each
of our voices and the memories of our lives be
found in that great “cloud of witnesses” that
cheer our children on to heaven (Heb 12:1-3). By
Larry Rouse



