Galatians 6:10 “Therefore as we have opportunity, let us do good to all, especially to
those of the household of faith.”

November 27, 2011

Remember in your prayers:

e Christa Holiday (Friend of Jason and Alicia) who was in a serious car accident.
Kara Harrison, Rhonda Knowles and Tommy Thompson continue to need our
prayers.

e Macon Horne, Tacoda Goshee, Bessie Sides, Xavian Hall, Paul Odom, Conard
Rice, Victor Holmes and Marvin Dryer’s mother, as they battle cancer. Frances
Flowers (Alzheimer)

e Heather Flowers, who is away at college; Sawyer Jones, Jeremiah Hughes,
Robert Langley & all of our servicemen who are defending freedom. Our nation
and its leaders. Those that preach and teach the gospel; especially those who
labor under hardships.

The Banner of Truth

Black Creek church of Christ
1235 Alliance Rd; Alliance, Alabama

436-4477

“You have given a BANNER to those who fear you, that it may
be displayed because of the TRUTH. *“ Psalms 60.:4

BLACK CREEK UPCOMING EVENTS:

e Bible Class at Donaldson- Every Wednesday @ 10:00
e Ladies and Men’s Bible Classes: Monday, Dec. 12th & Tuesday, Dec.13th

Area Gospel Meetings:

No notices received this week.
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A PIONEER PREACHER PROVES A POINT ABOUT INFANT
BAPTISM

Many stories are told about pioneer preacher "Raccoon” John Smith. He was a man of
strong conviction and clever wit. One of the better known incidents in his preaching work
is related in this excerpt from a biographical sketch . . .

Noticing, one day, that a young Methodist preacher had sprinkled a howling
infant, he afterward seized him by the arm, in full view of the Methodist gathering
that was meeting on the banks of Slate Creek, and powerfully pulled him toward
the water. When the man questioned John of his intentions, Smith informed him
that he was going to be baptized. The Methodist protested that he had no desire
to be baptized. When the protest had been heard by the assembly, John
stopped to make his point clear: why had the baby been "baptized" against his
will and before belief? A few laughed in admiration of John's witticism, but most
were gravely touched by the seriousness of his argument.

While this account may bring a chuckle, it also teaches a vital point. Infant baptism is an
erroneous practice brought on by a false doctrine.

= Infants do not need baptism, for they are sinless (Ezekiel 18:20; Matthew 18:3).

= Additionally, any baptism entered into without prior faith (Mark 16:16), repentance
(Acts 2:38), and confession (Romans 10:10) is of no effect to the saving of the
soul anyway.

The example of devoted men like John Smith encourages us to be ready to use every
opportunity to teach and defend God’s truth. - by Greg Gwin

Editor: Van Cooper
Schedule of Services

Lord’s Day Wednesday

9:30 A.M. Bible Classes

10:25 A.M. Worship 7:00 P.M.

5:00 P.M. Worship

Elders

Philip Jacks 436-3055
Truman Wallace 483-7016
Van Cooper 491-9695

Evangelist

Sammy Bynum  368-3511

Deacons

Keith Chaney  491-1596
Roger Key 491-3723

Who We Are: The Black Creek Church of Christ is simply a group of Christians

dedicated to serving God. We believe the Bible to be the inspired Word of God and it is to
be our sole guide. We are committed to preaching the gospel of Christ, which is man's only

hope for eternal life.

We are interested in helping anyone who is searching for the way to God. We welcome
the opportunity to privately study the Bible with you. If you would contact us, we would be
happy to meet with you. In addition, you are invited to visit one of our public assemblies
(information is above). At our public Bible studies, we have classes for adults and children
of all ages. If we can help you in knowing more about God and His Word, then please visit,

call, or write us.

(Visit us on-line at ( WWW.blackcreekchurch.com)



http://www.blackcreekchurch.com/

Self-Esteem

Perhaps the one goal American
parents and educators agree on
for children more than any other
is “high self-esteem.” John
Rosemond, a professional family
psychologist who writes a
nationally syndicated column
which appears in the “Watertown
Times,” wrote an article entitled
“Self-Esteem Isn’t Praiseworthy
Goal.” (“Times.” Sunday,
December 9, 2001, G5) He cited
“an extensive study” “by
professor Roy Baumeister (et al.)
of Case Western Reserve
University (ref: ‘Violent Pride,’
Scientific American, April 2001)”
which concluded, not
surprisingly, “that people with
high self-esteem tend to have
low self-control.” “Criminals, he
has discovered, do not suffer
from low self-esteem.” Mr.
Rosemond referenced a second
study published in the November
2001 issue of “Personality and
Social Psychology Review” which
indicates “while self-esteem
among America’s youth has been
on the rise for the past 30 years,
accomplishment and responsible
decision-making have been on
the decline.” What do the
Scriptures teach about “self-
esteem”?

It is true that little children, those
who are too young to understand
God’s law, are innocent of sin.
The apostle Paul wrote to the
Corinthians, “Brethren, do not be
children in your thinking; yet in

evil be babes, but in your thinking
be mature.” (1 Corinthians 14:20,
NASB) Either little children are
innocent of evil, or Christians
should be evil.

Does that mean they don’t do
things that are wrong?
“Foolishness is bound up in the
heart of a child;

The rod of correction will drive it
far from him” (Proverbs 22:15).

And one’s behavior indicates the
kind of person he is. “Little
children, let no one deceive you.
He who practices righteousness
is righteous, just as He is
righteous” (1 John 3:7). What
does this imply about one who
practices unrighteousness? The
principle that one’s behavior
demonstrates the kind of person
he is applies to children.

“Even a child is known by his
deeds,

Whether what he does is pure
and right” (Proverbs 20:11).

In reality, children have two basic
personality characteristics, and
the predominance of one over
the other will determine what kind
of adult, from saint to criminal,
that child will become. Little
children are humble and
therefore teachable.

At that time the disciples came to
Jesus, saying, ‘Who then is
greatest in the kingdom of
heaven?’ Then Jesus called a
little child to Him, set him in the
midst of them, and said,
‘Assuredly, | say to you, unless
you are converted and become

as little children, you will by no
means enter the kingdom of
heaven. ‘Therefore whoever
humbles himself as this little child
is the greatest in the kingdom of
heaven’ (Matthew 18:1-4).

But, at the same time, little
children are extremely selfish, so
much so that we measure one’s
maturity by his unselfishness. All
sin springs from selfishness.

“All we like sheep have gone
astray;

We have turned, every one, to
his own way;

And the Lord has laid on Him the
iniquity of us all.” (Isaiah 53:6)

Jesus, our pattern of moral
perfection, is the greatest
example of unselfishness
(Philippians 2:1-8).

So little children have innocent
souls, whereas they are terribly
selfish and wonderfully
teachable. The task of parents is
to mold them into the kind of
adults they should be (Ephesians
6:4). How do we do this?

Our goal is to make them like
Christ (Luke 6:40; 1 Peter 2:21; 1
John 2:6). Christ was humble not
proud. “Take My yoke upon you
and learn from Me, for | am
gentle and lowly in heart, and
you will find rest for your souls”
(Matthew 11:29). Children must
be taught by word and example
to follow Him. “Let nothing be
done through selfish ambition or
conceit, but in lowliness of mind
let each esteem others better

than himself” (Philippians 2:3).
Will someone please tell me the
difference between high self-
esteem and pride? Can we not
see that the higher one’s self-
esteem is the more selfish he is?

And how do we achieve this goal
of molding a child into the
likeness of Christ?

And these words which |
command you today shall be in
your heart. You shall teach them
diligently to your children, and
shall talk of them when you sit in
your house, when you walk by
the way, when you lie down, and
when you rise up (Deuteronomy
6:6-7).

“The rod and rebuke give
wisdom, But a child left to himself
brings shame to his mother.”
(Proverbs 29:15)

“And, fathers, do not provoke
your children to anger; but bring
them up in the discipline and
instruction of the Lord.”
(Ephesians 6:4, NASB)

Do you want to have children
who are selfish, proud, and
undisciplined? Then work on
building up their self-esteem. Do
you want to have children who
are unselfish, humble, and self-
disciplined, i.e., are like Christ?
Teach them God’s Word, live that
Word before them daily, and
rebuke and chasten them when
they do wrong. How are you
training your children? By Keith
Sharp



