
 
Galatians 6:10 “Therefore as we have opportunity, let us do good to all, especially to 

those of the household of faith.” 
 

February 14, 2016 
 
REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS--- 
• Terry Langley, Roger Key, Sue Whitehead, John Ozley, Sara Ozley,	

Aladene Jacks, Kynethia Kelley, Amanda Kelley, Myra Garrison, Jimmy 
Parker, Stefani, Kate Miller, Johnny Richardson, Tim Craven, Mickey 
Aldridge, Beverly Craven, Tuesday Pierce, Faye Wilkinson Goodwin, 
Sarabeth Upton, Rhonda Knowles.	

• Sawyer Jones, Jeremiah Hughes, Robert Langley, Ana Reichelderfer & 
all of our servicemen and women who are defending freedom. Our nation 
and its leaders. Those that preach and teach the gospel; especially those 
who labor under hardships. Ben Brownfield, Shannon Brown, and Terry 
Tatum (Christians’ at Donaldson) and Robert Gibson and Walter Aldridge  
(released Christians who are struggling).  

 
BLACK CREEK UPCOMING EVENTS: 

• Ladies and men’s bible class will be scheduled later. 
• Al Burns will preach for us this afternoon at 3:00 
• Donaldson Bible Classes Suspended due to quarantine. 

 
Area Gospel Meetings:  
Oak Mountain church of Christ...Joseph Casimier..Feb. 14-19....M-F@7:00 P.M 
 
▼▬▬▼▬▬▼▬▬▼▬▬▼▬▬▼▬▬▼▬▬▼▬▬▼▬▬▼▬▬▼▬▬▼▬▬▼ 
 
Those Needing our Prayers….. 
Claudine	Watkins-	(Jimmy	Poole’s	sister	and	former	member	at	Black	Creek)	
remains	in	grave	condition	in	Jasper	
Amanda	Kelley	who	continues	to	experience	problems	with	heart	rhythm.		
Terry	Tatum	(Christian	who	is	incarcerate)	has	requested	prayers.	
Jimmy	Parker	(Tim’s	father)	needs	prayers.	
Roger	Key	is	about	the	same	
Becky	Oglesby	(Melanie’s	friend	who	has	breast	cancer)	Pray	for	her	as	she	
undergoes	continual	chemo	therapy.	
John	Ozley is	in	UAB	hospital.	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

Black Creek Banner of Truth 
Black Creek church of Christ 

1235 Alliance Rd; Alliance, Alabama 
436-4477 

“You have given a BANNER to those who fear you, that it may 
be displayed because of the TRUTH. “  Psalms 60:4 
 
 
Editor:                                                                                                   Van 
Cooper Van Cooper 

 
Schedule of Services 

 
Lord’s Day Wednesday 
9:30 A.M. Bible Classes 
10:30 A.M. Worship 7:00 P.M.  
 
4:00 P.M. Worship  (3 PM on the second Sunday of every month) 
 
Elders                                                             Deacons 
Philip Jacks          436-3055                            Jeff Swindle        475-3043 
Truman Wallace   483-7016                            Matt Carter         491-0414  
Van Cooper          491-9695                            Roger Key          491-3723  
                                                                        Mike Wood          522-5703 
                                                                        John Powell       641-5181 
 
 
Evangelist 
Sammy Bynum      368-3511 
 
Who We Are:  The Black Creek Church of Christ is simply a group of Christians dedicated 
to serving God.  We believe the Bible to be the inspired Word of God and it is to be our sole 
guide.  We are committed to preaching the gospel of Christ, which is man's only hope for eternal 
life. 
    We are interested in helping anyone who is searching for the way to God. We welcome the 
opportunity to privately study the Bible with you. If you would contact us, we would be happy to 
meet with you.  In addition, you are invited to visit one of our public assemblies (information is 
above). At our public Bible studies, we have classes for adults and children of all ages. If we can help 
you in knowing more about God and His Word, then please visit, call, or write us.  
 

(Visit us on-line at ( WWW.blackcreekchurch.com ) 
 
 
 



The Effect of Stories on Our 
Values 
 
Stories are powerful, not only because 
they affect our emotions, but because 
they also affect our values. When we 
enter the world of a story, we enter its 
value system—right or wrong, good or 
bad, praiseworthy or unworthy are all 
determined by the values expressed 
(either explicitly or implicitly) within 
the story. By engaging in a story, we 
sometimes—if we’re not careful—“buy 
into” the story’s value system and 
interpret its events with standards 
dictated by the story itself. This effect is 
evident when we catch ourselves rooting 
for two characters in a love story to 
consummate their love outside of 
marriage, or supporting a fictional 
couple’s divorce, or cheering a “hero” 
who finally achieves his revenge by 
murdering the “villain.” These few 
examples illustrate how stories can 
cause us to buy into a value system 
contrary to the one we would normally 
affirm. 
 
The subliminal effect a story has on us 
is not limited to the time we spend 
within its fictional world. When we 
enter a story and its value system we 
usually, even if subconsciously, bring 
something of that story’s value system 
back with us into the real world. We see 
this whenever a Christian judges the 
actions of a fictional character using the 
values of that character’s story, rather 
than the value system of the Bible.[1] It is 
then only a small step for that Christian 
to take the values of the stories they’ve 
been engaging with—values that 
seemed a legitimate basis for judging 
the actions of fictional characters—and 
use them to judge human actions in the 
real world, rather than use the Bible’s 

values as their standard of judgment. A 
Christian is then unwittingly conformed 
to this world as their notions of morality 
become shaped by our culture rather 
than the character of God. Once this 
occurs, a triumphant victory is achieved 
by Satan over the Christian—a victory 
won not by breaking down the 
Christian’s fortifications, but by digging 
underneath those fortifications to take 
over from the inside. 
 
However, the subliminal effect stories 
have on our values is not inherently 
negative. The negative or positive nature 
of a story’s influence is determined by 
the nature of its values. If the story 
contains a value system created by the 
world, then its effect on us will 
assuredly be negative to some degree 
since the world and its values are ruled 
by Satan (John 12:31; 14:30; 2 Cor. 4:4; 
1 John 5:19). But if the story is based on 
biblical values, then its effect on us will 
only be positive. Thus the need for 
constant time spent in the story of the 
Bible. 
 
When we enter the world of the Bible’s 
story,[2] we enter its value system—right 
or wrong, good or bad, praiseworthy or 
unworthy are all determined by the 
perspective of God. In this story, time 
has an imminent end because a 
judgment is coming in which the 
Creator will enter creation to remove 
“all causes of sin and all law-breakers” 
(Matt. 13:36-43). The “good guys” in 
the Bible’s story are always those who 
follow the written or spoken commands 
of Yahweh. They may not be perfect 
(e.g., David, Samson, Peter) but their 
actions are never judged apart from the 
standard of God’s written law and 
character. For these individuals, the 
story of the Bible is clear: they will be 

spared the coming judgment through the 
sacrifice of Jesus Christ (1 Thess. 5:9-
10) and will reign victorious in God’s 
kingdom (Rev. 3:21; 2 Tim. 2:11-12). In 
contrast, the “bad guys” in the Bible’s 
story are always those who refuse to 
obey the written or spoken commands of 
Yahweh. For these individuals, the story 
of the Bible is equally clear: they will be 
defeated, along with Satan and the 
rebellious angelic forces, when Yahweh 
comes “to execute judgment on all and 
to convict all the ungodly of all their 
deeds of ungodliness that they have 
committed in such an ungodly way” 
(Jude 15). 
 
The more time we spend with the 
Bible’s story, the more it will affect the 
way we look at the world. Biblical 
guidance is not solely the conscious act 
of thinking “how does this passage 
apply to me?” The Bible’s guidance is 
also the subliminal effect it has on our 
minds as we spend time in its story and 
value system, having our outlook 
molded—even if subconsciously—by its 
evaluative point of view, and allowing 
that point of view to become so 
completely synced with our own that we 
can’t help but view things in light of its 
values. This transforming of our minds 
to be able to discern “what is the will of 
God” can only come about by spending 
time in serious study of the Bible’s 
story, rather than the world’s stories 
which will only result in conforming our 
minds to the world (Rom. 12:2). 
 
The impressionability of our human 
minds is such that we can’t help but 
have our minds shaped by something. 
This leaves us with a choice: either 
spend the majority of our time with the 
world’s stories, allowing them to 
insidiously shape our notions of 

morality through the values they 
promote; or spend the majority of our 
time in the Bible’s story, allowing it to 
shape and transform our values so that 
we see the world as God sees it. Only 
when we learn to judge human actions 
by the sole standard of God’s character 
and written commands can it be said that 
we have “put on the new self, created 
after the likeness of God in true 
righteousness and holiness” (Eph. 4:17-
24). This only comes about through time 
spent with the Bible, so it is up to us to 
structure our lives in such a way that as 
much time as possible can be spent with 
God’s word. This will necessarily mean 
less time with the things of this world, 
but that is a small price to pay since “the 
world is passing away along with its 
desires, but whoever does the will of 
God abides forever” (1 John 2:16-17). 
By Nathan Pickup 
(Thanks to Dale Hyman for submitting this 
article) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
[1] We can also be influenced to a degree that we 
judge an entire story as worthwhile despite the 
brazenly anti-biblical values the story promotes. 
We sometimes compartmentalize our enjoyment of 
these stories outside of the Christian worldview we 
espouse, thus allowing us to claim adherence to 
Christianity’s values while spending time in the 
worlds of stories that directly oppose those same 
values. This is a flagrant contradiction between 
our behavior and the standards we profess, and we 
must be mindful of the consequences.  
 
[2] In speaking of the Bible’s story, the term 
“story” is not meant to imply anything about the 
historicity of the events recorded. In using the term 
“story,” I simply mean the narratives in the Bible 
(and the metanarrative they collectively create) 
that, while historically true, have been crafted by 
the biblical authors into literary works that follow 
the literary conventions of their day. 


